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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to the Request For Continued Examination (RCE) filed 
on April 21, 2006, in which claims 1-27 are presented for further examination. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR LI 14 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1. 17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on April 21, 2006 has been entered. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1-27 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. Claims 1 and 16 recite "the image database server having functions of receiving 
the sets of medical image data and accompanying information regarding thereto, both of which 
are transmitted from the client terminal via the network, storing therein the received sets of 
medical image data and the accompanying information that have been received". Applicant 
should duly note that the image database server has the functionality of receiving a set of medical 
image. However, the server has not yet received any image data from the client terminal. It is 
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unclear why one having ordinary skill in the art would allow the client terminal to request a 
desired one of the set of medical information from the image database server to retrieve when the 
client terminal was the one that stored the sets of medical image data into the image database 
server. Applicant is advised to amend the claim to provide clarification to such language in the 
claimed. Claim 15, recites the steps of transmitting sets of medical image data together with 
accompanying information to the image database server"; "transmitting a search condition"; 
"receiving the set of medical image data". It is unclear how to where the medical image 
information and the search condition are transmitted from and who is received the medical image 
data. 

5. Claims 1 and 16 recite the limitation "storing therein the received sets of medical image 
data". There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manna- in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Teshima US 

Patent no. 6,272,470 in view of Sota et al (hereinafter "Sota") US Patent no. 5,91 1,687. 

As to claims 1, Sota discloses a management group for managing the whole information 
processes executed between a patient and a medical facility or between a plurality of medical 
facilities, wherein the medical information of each patient generated in a plurality of medical 
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facilities is centrally managed (col.2, lines 64-col.3, line 2). In particular, Sota discloses the 
claimed "client terminals installed in medical facilities and an image database server, the client 
terminals having ability of transmission and reception of sets of medical image data together 
with accompanying information regarding the sets of medical image data via a networks" as a 
plurality of patient terminal connected to a wide area network and at least one management 
server including an electronic case record (database) to store at least clinic information for 
patients and a doctor database to store doctors information which is connected to the database 
server (management server) to upload and download patient information (col.2, lines 14-25), 
wherein the doctor can access to the database server (management server) to upload and 
download the medical information or medical image about the patient (col. 10, lines 18-22) "the 
image database server having functions of receiving the sets of medical image data and 
accompanying information regarding thereto, both of which are transmitting from the client 
terminals via the network, storing therein the received sets of medical image data and the 
accompanying information that have been received searching for a desired one of the sets of 
medical image data stored therein by using the accompanying information, and transmitting the 
set of medical image data" as a management server in which allows the client computer (doctor 
computer system) to upload and download patient information, wherein the image data of the 
patient is transferred to the database server (management server) (col. 13, lines 45-53; col. 14, 
lines 1-5); and "wherein, when a desired search condition is inputted from any one of the client 
terminal and is transmitting to the image database server, the image database server searches for 
the accompanying information using the desired search condition received by the image 
database server, if the accompanying information is successfully found, then retrieves the 
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medical image data regarding the accompanying information, and transmits the retrieved medical 
image data to the relevant client terminal" before conducting an examination scheduled by the 
patient, the client computer (doctor computer system) requests from the database server 
(management server) the medical information and data image regard a patient, when the 
examination is completed the client computer (doctor compute system) upload the medical 
information of the patient into the server database (management server) for later use (col. 14, 
lines 25-45). 

Sota does not explicitly show the medical data of the patient is accompanied with 
information regarding the set of medial data. 

Sota, however, discloses that the examination result of the patient is stored in the 
examination result file of the patient, wherein the doctor can download patient information from 
the database server. 

Teshima, on the other hand, discloses a system that stored patient image information in 
patient card, wherein a link information is produced with the image data upon writing the data 
image information in the database server, wherein the data image information can be access 
externally using the link information, wherein such image data information is associated with the 
patient in the patient card (col.3, 58-67; col.4, lines 45-65). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of data 
processing, at the time the present invention was made to combine the teachings of the cited 
references, wherein the doctor database (client database) (item 604 of Fig. 6) would incorporate 
the use of accompanying information with a set of medical image data. One having ordinary skill 
in the art would have found it motivated to store and transmit a set of medical image together 
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with accompanying information regarding the set of medical image for the purpose of preventing 
an incident such as leakage of personal information. 

As to claim 2, Sato discloses the claimed "the image database server comparing password input 
from any one of the Client terminals with a password stored in advance, searching for the set of 
medical image data corresponding to the accompanying information input as the search condition 
from the client terminal if the passwords match up and transmitting the set of medical data to the 
client terminal" as a means of providing doctors with access privilege to access the database 
server (management server) (col 14, lines 25-30). 

As to claim 3, Teshima discloses the claimed wherein the accompanying information includes at 
least a patient specification information "(col. 3, 58-67; col.4, lines 45-65) 

As to claims 4-6, Teshima discloses the claimed wherein the accompanying information includes 
a combination of facility information and patient specification information (col.3, 58-67; col.4, 
lines 45-65; col.6, lines 60-66). 

As to claims 7-10, Teshima discloses the claimed wherein the patient specification information is 
encrypted by the medical facilities" patient medical image data information is encrypted in a 
patient card (col. 5, lines 21-34). 
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As to claim 1 1, Teshima discloses the claimed "the image database server having function of 
receiving the sets of medical image data and the accompanying information transmitted from the 
client terminals via the public communications network as a means for transferring data in 
response to a request made by the electronic clinical recording system, storing the sets of medical 
image data and the accompanying information that have been received the images produced by 
the diagnostic medical imaging modality are transferred to the image server, searching for a 
desired one of the sets of medical image data stored therein by using the accompanying 
information, and transmitting the set of medical image data" as a system for storing patient 
image information in patient card, wherein a link information is produced with the image data 
upon writing the data image information in the database server, wherein the data image 
information can be access externally using the link information. Such image data information is 
associated with the patient in the patient card (col. 3, 58-67; col.4, lines 45-65). 

As to claim 12, Sato discloses the claimed the image database server comparing password input 
from any one of the Client terminals with a password stored in advance, searching for the set of 
medical image data corresponding to the accompanying information input as the search condition 
from the client terminal if the passwords match up" " as a means of providing doctors with 
access privilege to access the database server (management server) (col 14, lines 25-30). 
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As to claim 13, Sato discloses the claimed "data transmitting the sets of the medical 
image data to the image database server via the public communication network" col. 13, lines 25- 
65; col. 14, lines 10-45; col. 15, lines 20-55); "a search condition transmission means for 
transmitting the search condition using the image data stored in the image database 
server"col.l3, lines 25-65; col. 14, lines 10-45; col. 15, lines 20-55); and "Image data reception 
means for receiving the set of the medical image data corresponding to the search condition" 
(col.8, lines 48-56; col.13, lines 25-65; col.14, lines 10-45; col.15, lines 20-55). 

Sota does not explicitly show the medical data of the patient is accompanied with 
information regarding the set of medial data. 

Sota, however, discloses that the examination result of the patient is stored in the 
examination result file of the patient, wherein the doctor can download patient information from 
the database server. 

Teshima, on the other hand, discloses a system that stored the patient image information 
in patient card, wherein a link information is produced with the image data upon writing the data 
image information in the database server, wherein the data image information can be access 
externally using the link information. Such image data information is associated with the patient 
in the patient card (col.3, 58-67; col.4, lines 45-65). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of data 
processing, at the time the present invention was made to combine the teachings of the cited 
references, wherein the doctor database (client database) (item 604 of Fig. 6) would incorporate 
the use of accompanying information with a set of medical image data. One having ordinary skill 
in the art would have found it motivated to store and transmit a set of medical image together 
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with accompanying information regarding the set of medical image for the purpose of preventing 
an incident such as leakage of personal information. 

As to claim 14, Sato discloses the claimed "transmitting password to the image database server" 
as a means of providing doctors with access privilege to access the database server (management 
server) (col. 14, lines 25-30). 

As to claim 15, Sota discloses a management group for managing the whole information 
processes executed between a patient and a medical facility or between a plurality of medical 
facilities is installed and centrally manages medical information of each patient generated in a 
plurality of medical facilities (col.2, lines 64-col.3, line 2). In particular, Sota discloses the 
claimed "transmitting sets of medical image data to an database server via a network " by 
transmitting the patient medical image data into the database server (management server) via a 
network (col.2, lines 14-25; col.10, lines 18-22; col.13, lines 45-53; col.14, lines 1-5); and 
"wherein, when a desired search condition for searching for a desired one of the sets of medical 
data via a network" before conducting an examination scheduled by the patient, the client 
computer (doctor computer system) requests from the database server (management server) the 
medical information and data image regard a patient, when the examination is completed the 
client computer (doctor compute system) upload the medical information of the patient into the 
server database (management server) for later use (col. 14, lines 25-45). 

Sota does not explicitly show the medical data of the patient is accompanied with 
information regarding the set of medial data. 
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Sota, however, discloses that the examination result of the patient is stored in the 
examination result file of the patient, wherein the doctor can download patient information from 
the database server. 

Teshima, on the other hand, discloses a system that stored the patient image information 
in patient card, wherein a link information is produced with the image data upon writing the data 
image information in the database server, wherein the data image information can be access 
externally using the link information. Such image data information is associated with the patient 
in the patient card (col.3, 58-67; col.4, lines 45-65). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of data 
processing, at the time the present invention was made to combine the teachings of the cited 
references, wherein the doctor database (client database) (item 604 of Fig. 6) would incorporate 
the use of accompanying information with a set of medical image data. One having ordinary skill 
in the art would have found it motivated to store and transmit a set of medical image together 
with accompanying information regarding the set of medical image for the purpose of preventing 
an incident such as leakage of personal information. 

As to claim 16: the limitations of claim 16 have been noted in the rejection of claim 1 above. It 
is, therefore, rejected under the same rationale. 

As to claim 17, Teshima discloses the claimed "a photographed body information" (col. 16, lines 
2-8); and "a photographed method information" (col. 16, lines 2-8). 
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As to claim 18, Teshima discloses the claimed "a radiography apparatus" (col.4, lines 45-50); "a 
CT apparatus" (col.4, lines 45-50); and "an MR apparatus" (col.4, lines 45-50). 

As to claim 19, Sato discloses the claimed "wherein a user input a password onto an input device 
on said client terminal, wherein said client terminal transmits said password to said image 
database server" as a means of providing doctors with access privilege to access the database 
server (management server) (col 14, lines 25-30). 

As to claim 20, Teshima discloses the claimed "wherein said password comprises an account 
password which is used in order to pay a predetermined charge for storing and searching of the 
image data" as a means of providing doctors with access privilege to access the database server 
(management server) (col. 14, lines 25-30). 

As to claim 21, Teshima discloses the claimed "wherein said accompanying information is 
directly attached to said image data" (col.8, lines 48-col.9, line 38). Teshima discloses a system 
that stored the patient image information in patient card, wherein a link information is produced 
with the image data upon writing the data image information in the database server, wherein the 
data image information can be access externally using the link information. Such image data 
information is associated with the patient in the patient card (col.3, 58-67; col.4, lines 45-65). 
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As to claims 22-24, Teshima discloses the claimed "wherein the accompanying information 
includes a patient specification information, and at least a facility information" (col. 8, lines 48- 
col.9, line 38). Teshima discloses a system that stored the patient image information in patient 
card, wherein a link information is produced with the image data upon writing the data image 
information in the database server, wherein the data image information can be access externally 
using the link information. Such image data information is associated with the patient in the 
patient card (col.3, 58-67; col.4, lines 45-65). 

As to claims 25-26, Sato discloses the claimed wherein after a signal of a data search processing 
selection is transmitted from the client terminal to the image database server, the image database 
server transmits a password input screen to the client terminal and displays the screen on the 
client terminal" as a means of providing doctors with access privilege to access the database 
server (management server) (col. 14, lines 25-30); "wherein a user enters parameters into a 
search field in order to obtain at least a facility information" before conducting an examination 
scheduled by the patient, the client computer (doctor computer system) requests from the 
database server (management server) the medical information and data image regard a patient, 
when the examination is completed the client computer (doctor compute system) upload the 
medical information of the patient into the server database (management server) for later use 
(col. 14, lines 25-45). 

As to claim 27, Sato discloses the claimed "said medical image data comprises a photographed 
medical image (see items 1402 and 1403; col. 10, lines 4-5). 
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Conclusion 



8. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Jean M. Corrielus whose telephone number is (571) 272-4032. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 10 hours shift. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Breene can be reached on (571) 272-4107. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADAfor 571 -272- 1000. 
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